B-E-R

The Beer Dude

Didn’t make any $$ on the KY Derby the day I wrote this, but afterward, Eric & I, his 2nd cousin & her girlfriend, plus 2 other local bridge pals came back to the house for an evening of food, drink, & bridge – the 2nd cousin & her friend (freshmen at USF) enjoyed sampling my extensive vinyl collection while the old folks played some hellaciously fun bridge.  No Forums reached our house by May 5 – I hope we’re not into 2006 “DÉJÀ VU!”
A paltry 4 tables showed up for our April game, which was opposite Marin Sectional.  Eric & Sandi returned to win again, with Lois Strahm-Nancy Davis 2A/1B, Vicki Chang-Don Steedman 3A in the overalls.  BBQ Swiss results next month – 2 games this month – on the 10th & 24th (NOTE – the game on the 24th likely will be at the Madera Clubhouse (see club info below for address & Directions – El Cerrito uses Arlington as a day camp for 8-9 weeks while school’s out; we’ll keep you posted on the exact dates we’ll be at Madera).  July Unit game will be NAP qualifier.  My apologies for late postcards – I just haven’t had the time between the caretaking, directing, & other stuff I’ve been doing lately.
Because of my caretaker situation, there were no Mon nite games in April. Daytime, Vi Kimoto was the MP champ; Larry Lew-Grace Uyeno had the best game at 61.81%.  Ruth Brunn (THANK YOU FOR YOUR MANY YEARS OF SERVICE!) has retired from the day game, so Larry Zeni & I will pick up the slack.  To reward our long-time supporters, regain some of the “lost souls”, & recruit new participants, June will be HALF PRICE MONTH – table fees just a Jefferson or 2 GW’s!  More promotions to follow, once Larry & I & get our heads together – feedback encouraged & welcome!  Live Oak saw Ara Hammond roll easily to the MP champ – she’s on a 3-game directional winning streak as I write. Best games were Ravi Bhalla & Jack Syme with 65.14% on Wed; Eric Childs & Jack Shiffer with 66.84% on Fridays. Club championships June 20 at Live Oak; June 18 for the nite game if I can run one & there are enough willing participants. We pushed the LO Friday CC a week because of the STAC game on the usual 2nd Friday of 2nd month & a weird thing occurred - the 3 best overall games (all over 60%) were E-W, & all 3 partnerships had a Jack!  Eric Childs-Jack-Shiffer had 64%; Jack Scott-Dan Scarola had 62%; & “H”-Jack Ackrell had 60% (all w/fractions < .49).  Ara & Vi won N-S with just under 57%.

As mentioned above, we’re being displaced AGAIN for 8-9 weeks – this time to the Madera Clubhouse, which is a few blocks northwest of Arlington.  Inside, it’s very similar to Fairmount, so we’ll be able to handle 13 tables.  It’s at the foot of Devonshire; there’s lot parking for 10-15 cars, & reasonable street parking above it (but beware of street cleaning – school day restrictions you can ignore, as well as the white zones in the lot). There are 1 or 2 blue spots if you have the card. To get there from the south, continue up Arlington past the clubhouse, then take the first left (Buckingham), then an immediate right on Devonshire.  From the north, turn right on Brewster, go a short block down the bumpy road, then right on Devonshire.  For the first week, I’ll cut some slack on the start time – I’ll also post signs at Arlington. 
Happy summer – sorry for no brew at the BBQ Swiss; hope to have it back in September.  I'll have mid-year Ace of Clubs, Mini-McKenney, & POY nextime.

